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Safety Guidelines

Worksite safety is a top priority on our construction sites.  At all times, follow the guidance of our Habitat Staff members and consult with them immediately if any problems or injuries occur.  

There are six main types of safety: personal safety, environmental safety, power tool safety, ladder safety, roof safety, and weather safety.  Please read below so that you have a general idea of what to do and not to do.  You will be given a brief safety orientation before you begin work.

Before work:

· Listen attentively to the morning safety talk

· Ask a Habitat Staff member for guidance if you do not know how to do something 

· Know where the first-aid kits are located as well as the best way to get emergency assistance

· Know where your crew leader is at all times

· Inspect your equipment before using it and notify a Habitat Staff member immediately upon discovering an unsafe situation or damaged tool

· Obtain instruction on the usage of any power tool, even if you are experienced 

Clothing:

· There are gloves, protective glasses, helmets and other protection available to you

· When operating a power tool protective glasses must be worn (as well as earplugs when the tool is being operated for any long period of time)

· When installing insulation, a dust mask is required.

While working:

· Ignore distractions while working on your task (i.e. do not answer your cell phone)

·  Pay attention to your surroundings

· Check behind you when preparing to use a hammer so as to avoid striking someone with the claw

· When carrying a beam of wood, bracing or any other long, cumbersome object, be very conscious of those around you (generally, the person with the load has the right of way when passing)

· Be aware of your footing as the area you are standing on may be uneven 

· When on the roof, make sure to keep your weight towards the peak, make sure your shoes do not have sand/mud hindering traction, and never rest any tools on the roof unsecured

· When lifting, use your legs, not your back

· Stay hydrated at all times

· If at any point you feel unsafe or unhealthy, stop what you are doing and notify your Habitat Staff member

Power tool use:

· Use under dry conditions (i.e. never in the rain)

· Never lower or carry by its cord

· If a power tool is dirty, it should be cleaned off before being left for the day

· When using an electric saw, make sure that the cord is behind and away from the saw

· Never use above your shoulder height

· Make sure to cut away from yourself and do not use a body part as a guide for a cut

· Do not use extension cords that have frayed insulation or are held up by staples, nails, or wires

· Make sure to choose the correct size and type of tool necessary for a particular action

· Do not use any tool that appears to have a loose handle or is in poor shape (e.g. a dull blade)

· Make sure that your tool remains clean; oil and dirt can cause a tool to slip

· Edged and pointed tools should be pointed downwards and, generally, held in both hands

· Sharp tools should not be carried in pockets (tool belts are preferred) and, when not in use, tools should be put away

· When cutting long panels it is possible the blade may bind, so cut areas at a comfortable length

· Never cut anything that could tilt or fall and cause the saw to slip

· Never tie back the guard to get it out of the way

· When using a circular saw, make sure that the lumber is properly supported, by extending the lumber past the outside edge of the support

· When using a chop saw (miter saw) never cross your arms under the blade

Ladders:

· Do not climb a ladder before inspecting it and making sure the feet are stable

· Do not leave any tools on the ladder

· Keep your hips within the railing of the ladder and do not lean to one side

· Should never be used outdoors during a storm or on very windy days

· Keep hands free and face forward while climbing a ladder

Cleanliness:

· Keep walk ways clear

· Keep materials together (i.e. 16d nails with other 16d nails; 2x4s separate from 4x6s, etc.)

· Do not throw scrap materials or garbage over roofs or leave anything on the ground

· Always put tools away (usually in containers)

· Keep all tools out of the rain and pay attention to weather watches and related clean-ups

